
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Press Contact: Josephine Nicholas 
734.385.6170 or pwap2009@hotmail.com 
 
Inaugural Benefit Party a Huge Success for Young PWAP Professionals 
 
Ann Arbor, MI February 24, 2009 – Local young professionals launched a very 
successful Inaugural Benefit Party this past Saturday. Their purpose was to do 
something tangible to help the suffering innocents in war torn countries around the 
world while simultaneously enjoying a night out. 
 
The focus of Saturday’s event was to Party with a Purpose (PWAP) for the 
suffering innocents in Gaza. PWAPers succeeded in raising enough money to help 
14 families of 6 for 6 weeks! 
 
“We are excited that despite horrible weather conditions, committed young 
professionals, from literally all over the country, showed up,” said Josephine 
Nicholas, who puts together all PWAP events with her siblings Gibran, Jaad, and 
Jihan. 
 
 “Young professionals came to Ann Arbor, Michigan from Ohio, Kansas, 
Pennsylvania, Alabama – even Toronto, Canada – to show support,” said Maya 
Alhajj, who led a delegation of PWAP supporters from Columbus, Ohio. “We want 
to rise above being the ‘spoiled’ or ‘selfish’ generation – we have a passion for and 
a commitment to our brothers and sisters in our homelands and we want to show 
our care for them in a tangible way,” continued Maya. 
 
The idea for Party With a Purpose events started with four siblings planning a 
house party. “My siblings and I were raised with a love for our cousins and people 
in the Middle East,” says Josephine. “One night, as we were planning our next 
house party we said, ‘Why not charge an entrance fee, and send every penny to 
the suffering innocents overseas’,” Josephine continued.  “As busy professionals, 
we like to make sure our time is spent productively – we also enjoy a good party, 
so we decided to start Partying With a Purpose to support multiple charities!” 
 
The event was Saturday, February 21st; it started at 6:00pm and lasted until 
2:00am. Hors D’oeuvres, delightful Mediterranean cuisine, and desserts were 
served throughout the evening.  The party was hosted at the Ann Arbor residence 
of the Nicholas family who provided the home cooked meal.  Local restaurants 
also donated to the cause. Live music and singing was provided by world 
renowned entertainers Rana and Naim, who donated their time and talents for the 
cause.   
 
All the proceeds from the event were donated to Global Hope Network 
International (GHNI), www.ghni.org. GHNI is a humanitarian aid organization 
helping victims caught in all crises. The donations from PWAP for Gaza were 
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donated to Gaza’s suffering innocents, regardless of ethnicity or religion. 
Contributions helped provide boxes of hope, packed with food and emergency 
supplies.   
 
Contact Josephine Nicholas at 734.385.6170 for more information on the event or 
to arrange for interviews.  
 
About PWAP: PWAP is the brainchild of Nicholas siblings, Josephine, Jaad, 
Jihan, and Gibran. PWAP events feature various activities including music, 
dancing (American and Arabic), jam sessions, talent shows, table tennis / ping 
pong, bumper pool, board games, card games, and more. Join us, enjoy the 
activities, broaden your social network, and participate in the charity causes some 
of our events support. These aren’t just any parties – each is a Party with a 
Purpose! 
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